
By ANDREW VAN DAM
The Washington Post

According to the United States' original 1950 urban
classifications, rural America is crushing it. It's home
to about as many people as urban America, and it's
growing faster. So why do headlines and statistics paint
rural areas as perpetually in decline?
Because the contest between rural and urban Amer-

ica is rigged. Official definitions are regularly updated
in such a way that rural counties are continually losing
their most successful places to urbanization. When a
rural county grows, it transmutes into an urban one.
In a way, rural areas serve as urban America's farm

team: All their most promising prospects get called up
to the big leagues, leaving the low-density margins pop-
ulated by an ever-shrinking pool of those who couldn't
qualify.
Imagine how unfair a sport would seem if one team

automatically drafted the other's best players the mo-
ment they showed any promise. That's essentially what
happens when we measure rural areas as whatever's
left over after anywhere that hits a certain population

level is considered metropolitan. It distorts how we see
rural America. It skews our view of everything from
presidential politics to suicide to deaths caused by al-
cohol.
Officially, the years since 2010 have marked a turning

point for rural counties. For the first time, they have lost
population. Their share of the U.S. population hit an
all-time low of 14 percent. But those startling statistics
are due entirely to changes in county definitions, ac-
cording to a paper presented to the Rural Sociological
Society by Ken Johnson of the University of New
Hampshire, Daniel Lichter of Cornell University and
John Cromartie of the Agriculture Department.
Any attempt to make a clean break between urban

and rural will look arbitrary, as Kentucky lawyer
Amanda Kool writes in the Daily Yonder, a publication
focused on rural news and issues. Bracken County,
where she lives, has about 8,000 people. Hay trucks and
Amish buggies often disrupt her commute. And yet, be-
cause of commuting patterns, Bracken was designated
as part of the Cincinnati metropolitan area in 2003.
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Readying to recall

By SCOTT BOWLEN
Daily News Staff Writer

Taquan Air restarted freight opera-
tions Thursday, and indicates that
passenger service might resume as
early as next Wednesday.
The Ketchikan-based air carrier

voluntarily ceased freight and passen-
ger operations after an accident that
involved one of its floatplanes

claimed the lives of both people
aboard late Monday afternoon near
Metlakatla. That incident followed a
May 13 mid-air collision between a
Taquan Air floatplane and a Moun-
tain Air Service floatplane over
George Inlet, an incident in which six
people perished and 10 others were
injured.

Taquan restarts
freight service

By MARK NIQUETTE
Bloomberg

Mark Maroon came to Washington three times last
year to plead for relief from President Donald Trump's
tariffs, and he's planning another trip next month --
even though he doesn't have much hope.
Maroon doesn't expect the administration to hold

off imposing duties on $300 billion more in Chinese
goods, a move that would hit products imported by
Maroon's company, which distributes specialty chem-
icals from its base in Ohio. With existing tariffs already

costing the firm 10% of its business in lost sales, he
has no choice but to make his case.
"It's an effort in futility," said Maroon, chief tech-

nology officer of Maroon Group. "I want to be on the
record, and it doesn't hurt to try."
U.S. trade associations and companies aren't giving

up the fight against the latest round of duties proposed
by the president who calls himself "Tariff Man" as the
world's two-largest economies try to finalize a sweep-
ing trade deal. They're clinging to the hope — however
slim — that the administration may spare their prod-

ucts, and eventually heed their warnings that the tar-
iffs will hurt American companies and consumers.
"We'd be abdicating our responsibility if we didn't

participate, even though we do think it's probably
going to be somewhat frustrating,'' said David French,
senior vice president of government relations at the
National Retail Federation. "We certainly want to help
build the record that shows that this strategy is going
to do a significant amount of harm."
Trump imposed duties on $250 billion Chinese

Trump’s tariffs gaining strength

Why rural US to decline

Jack Sayer places American flags on headstones belonging to U.S. military veterans Friday at Bayview Cemetery in preparation for
Memorial Day.                                                                                                                                                          Staff photo by Dustin Safranek

See ‘Taquan Air,’ page A-2

FAIRBANKS (AP) — Alaska Native
officials have criticized the state for
backing out of negotiations over the
Alaska Tribal Child Welfare Compact,
a report said.
The Alaska Federation of Natives

and state tribal officials blamed Re-
publican Gov. Mike Dunleavy and his
administration in a May 17 statement
for the breakdown of negotiations
over funding, The Fairbanks Daily
News-Miner reported Thursday.

The compact signed by former inde-
pendent Gov. Bill Walker in 2017 said
Alaska Natives make up about 20% of
the state's children but more than half
are in foster care. The agreement en-
ables tribes to manage services for
those children.
The state entered negotiations ex-

pecting all tribal funding for fiscal
year 2020 would go toward "direct
services and deliverables" and that

Tribal officials
blame state delay

See ‘Child welfare,’ page A-2

See ‘Tariffs,’ page A-3
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Eric Wyatt christens his new floating upweller system (Flupsy)
with builder and Crew Enterprises owner Ben Crew on May 7
during a ceremonial launching at the old pulp mill dock in Ward
Cove. Wyatt and Crew together designed the Flupsy. Crew fabri-
cated and assembled the vessel at his shop inside the old pulp
mill. See story on the Waterfront page, B-5.   Staff photo by Dustin Safranek

May to quit; Britain to seek new PM
By JILL LAWLESS

Associated Press
LONDON — Theresa May ended

her failed three-year quest to lead
Britain out of the European Union on
Friday, announcing that she will step
down as Conservative Party leader
June 7 and triggering a contest to

choose a new prime minister who will
try to complete Brexit.
"I have done my best," May said in

a speech outside 10 Downing St., as
close aides and her husband Philip
looked on, before acknowledging that
it was not good enough.
Concluding her remarks, she strug-

gled to contain her emotions and her
voice broke as she expressed "endur-
ing gratitude to have had the opportu-
nity to serve the country I love."
Then she turned and strode through

the famous black door of No. 10.
May will stay on as a caretaker

prime minister until the new leader is

chosen, a process the Conservatives
aim to complete by late July. The new
party leader will become prime min-
ister without the need for a general
election.
She became prime minister the

month after the U.K. voted in June
See ‘May-UK,’ page A-4
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By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press

TOKYO — U.S. national security adviser John Bolton on Saturday called a series
of short-range missile tests by North Korea earlier this month a violation of U.N.
Security Council resolutions and said sanctions must be kept in place.
Washington's position on the North's denuclearization is consistent and a re-

peated pattern of failures to rid North Korea of nuclear weapons should be
stopped, he said, defending the recent U.S. seizure of a North Korean cargo. The
U.S., however, is willing to resume talks with North Korea at any time, Bolton
said.
Bolton was speaking to reporters in Tokyo ahead of President Donald Trump's

arrival for a four-day visit to Japan.
Bolton said that North Korea on May 4 and 9 tested short-range ballistic missiles,

ending a pause in launches that began in late 2017. The tests are seen as a way of
pressuring Washington to compromise without actually causing the negotiations
to collapse.
"U.N. Security Council resolutions prohibit North Korea from firing any ballistic

missiles," Bolton said. "In terms of violating U.N. Security Council resolutions,

Bolton: Missile tests
violate resolutions

See ‘N. Korea sanctions,’ page A-4

N. Korea sanctions will continue
unless weapon tests cease


